Liquido

Max-Leonhard von Schaper (Azchael)
interviewed Liquido via email in June 2007
(21st) for Rock in China

Azchael: Hi Liquido, it's an honour for me
to interview you, as | have listened to your
songs for such a long time and always
enjoyed them. Could you please introduce
yourself as you see our band yourselves tG
our readers?

Stefan (Liquido): First of all I'd like to

introduce myself. I'm Stefan, the bass player. Togewith Wolle (dr), Tim (git & vox) and
Wolfgang (vox, git & keys) we started out in 199&ldhave been playing and producing with
Liquido for more than 10 years now. During thatdime released 4 albums and 9 singles
including videos and are one of few German banagipd shows throughout Europe and
sometimes worldwide. It's hard to describe our aiyie, but in general we always say that it
is a kind of guitar pop/rock with synthesizer, kegld and electronic elements. We love to
write good pop/rock songs with poppy melodies. Téidefinitely a trademark of Liquido.
Moreover, we try to combine different music styile® our own music. The reason for that is
that the music tastes within the band differ framoleindividual and reach from Rock/Pop,
Punk, Hip Hop over Heavy Metal to Electronic Hoasel Club Music. So, different
influences come together in the rehearsal roomghwisi not always easy to combine, but very
fruitful. People often say that Liquido appearsstage a bit rougher than on the records. But
live is always more energetic!

Azchael: Which brand are your instruments off? What
kind of instruments do you perform on?

Stefan (Liquido): We hardly ever committed to a
particular endorser since we always wanted to ahoos
freely which instrument to play on stage. So, anly
drummer Wolle has a TAMA endorsement right now and
currently plays a set from the Starclassic series.
Wolfgang'’s live guitars include a Musicman Axxisdaa
§ Fender Jazz Master, amplified via Marshall JCM 2800
the keys he uses are a Roland D70 as well as a&Fend
Rhodes. Tim plays live Gibson Les Paul in comborati
with a Marshall amp & box as well. | got a Musicman
Sterling and Ampeg amplification. | studio we usary
all equipment we can get, just depending on tha rig
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sound fitting into the song.

Azchael: Liquido recently visited the People's Republic diria and you performed several
times in this country. What is the background stbiat you were allowed to perform in China?

Stefan (Liquido): Well, that’s a quite funny story to tell. Markusfreend of Wolfgang from
Berlin, who has rolled a documentary about the €s@rock music scene in Beijing, is a
friend of one of the organizers at the MIDI festigad told them about Liquido. That's how
we got into contact with the festival and finallge German Goethe Institute, which is an
official partner of the festival supporting Germdmads, contacted our management &
booking agency and invited us to play. Of coursis, Wwas a good opportunity to organize
some more club shows in Beijing, since we’ve nédean there before.

Azchael: And what did you do, once you knew that you
were going to perform in this country? Did you dhec
out any websites, asked any friends, etc. ?

Stefan (Liquido): First of all we couldn’t really
believe that we were going to China. We were quite
happy when the confirmation came and then really
looking forward for the shows. Of course we didta b
of research on the Internet. After the show was
confirmed, Tim found on Youtube.com some videos
form the festival and sent us the links, so we diad
least an idea of how it might be there. On the othe
hand, Markus, the cameraman who joined and filnged u
during our stay in China, showed us parts of his
documentary, which was very interesting and gave
good impressions. Friends of mine had actually ieen
China around the turn of the year, which was a good
opportunity to get some recommendations for
sightseeing.

Azchael: What were your expectations going to China? Whdtlbeen your greatest wish?

Stefan (Liquido): We haven’t had too many expectations before. Tiseadot of footage

about China on TV in Germany, mostly about politenad economical topics. Although
cultural documentaries exist as well, we’'ve hamdhgr seen much about the Chinese music
scene. We were all wondering about how it mightsege China has a totally different
cultural tradition, which we were looking forwarml éxperience. So, we thought a lot about
the festival and informed ourselves about the dblaeds playing. We had no idea how people
would react to our music. Do they know our songs amout us? How would it be playing
there? We’'ve never expected such a great succdssoare many positive reactions. China
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rocks!

Azchael: Did it come real and what were your actual expegsnn China? What was
different from your expectations?

Stefan (Liquido): The experiences we made during our one-week stag theoughout
positive. The Chinese are very friendly and relagedple which was very pleasant for us.
The MIDI festival, which was our first destinationBeijing since we played the day after we
arrived, was very well organized and the atmospiva® gorgeous. After the sound-check we
strolled around the markets, bought Chinese cigega@ind shirts, had a look at all the
different smaller and bigger stages and tasted hmer, which was indeed very good! We
found that the alternative festival audience isthat different from that in Europe. However,
the incredible feedback on our show exceeded alerpectations: what a great start in China!
The food was delicious and we really appreciatad gining habits like having many

different small meals on a round table so thatyhaity can try everything (in Germany
everybody takes his own meal on one plate) — yood fvas definitely one of the highlights
and worth to come back. It was a bit pity that vaedn’t had the opportunity to do more
sightseeing. Of course we explored the city, visteme popular places and were haggling at
the street markets, which was good fun, but we iavad, for instance, the time to visit the
Chinese wall, which was really a pity because wetbado the sound-checks, interviews and
photo-shootings. On the other hand, we had thecehtnexperience city and people from
less touristy perspective.

Azchael: Did you have the chance to jam with
local bands or did you have the chance to check
out other bands? If yes, which bands would you
recommend others to check out?

Stefan (Liquido): No, there was absolutely no

time to jam with other bands. We are actually
jamming not much and never even did it with

other German bands. We work on our songs in the
rehearsal room and are only concentrating just on
the song, which has been written before by one of
the band members. On the festival have been a lot
of cool bands, but it's hard at the moment to
remember their names. There was one band
playing a kind of hard rock right before us.
Especially the guitarist was quite impressing
because he gripped the guitar the other way round
and did some amazing tappings.

Azchael: On a youtube video | could see Liquido
making announcements and teases to the Chinese
audience at midi2007. What was your experience idf'MNas it special? Different to other
festivals?
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Stefan (Liquido): For us it was indeed special. As said above, tedlfack by the audience
was really incredible. We didn’t expect that andweze quite overwhelmed. The first time in
China and such a success! We've been playing &stier more than 10 years now, have
seen many of them throughout Europe and most af thie very good. But to play in China
at the MIDI festivals is surely among the highliglof our career.

Azchael: What is your typical Chinese rock fan like? Or: Hbawve you experienced the
Chinese rock fan?

Stefan (Liquido): | actually don’t know how the typical rock fan migbok. They are all
different. Rock fans are usually a bit more altéxusdy dressed as the typical mainstream
listener. They have tattoos, piercing and colour&d or whatever. It's not that different from
those in Europe.

Azchael: Would you like to come back?

Stefan (Liquido): Of course we would like to! We've been meeting maamgcert organizers
and are still in contact with them. And hopefullg Wave the opportunity to come back next
year. At the moment we are recording our 5th statthom in Berlin, which will be released
in Europe end of the year. So, there is still aofatvork to do before we start touring again.
But whenever we will receive a request we'd say yes

Azchael: Thanks a lot for the interview!

Photos taken from the bands webpage.

www.liguido.de
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